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Greek philosophers and poets. He used the method of
dialectic, and taught his pupils by questions and answers,
and encouraged them to pursue inquiry on their own
account. But the crown and completion of the edifice lay
in the interpretation of Holy Scripture, and in the expla-
nation of the subtlest truths of Christianity. This inter-
pretation was no mere analysis of the dead letter, but
an attempt to penetrate in{p the living spirit. On the
other hand, the Latin Fathers Tertullian, Cyprian, Jsrome,
and Augustine would have nothing to do with the
heathen writings. A new education, they said, must be
formed of a purely Christian character to supply Christian
wants.
To the age of the Fathers succeeded the age of the
Schoolmen, and to the period in which they flourished
the education of the Middle Ages in the main belongs.
We cannot give one uniform account of it as a whole.
The education of the monastery was strongly contrasted
with that of the castle, and these were again distinct from
the education of the towns. These three strearTis con-
tinued to run parallel to each other until then- course
was profoundly modified bf th£ combined effects of the/
Renaissance and the Reformation. It was part of the
design of Charles the Great to establish throughout his
empire a system of lay and ecclesiastical schools, which
should supply the place of that magnificent system of
public schools which had grown up under the Roman
empire. He spared no trouble in obtaining the best as-
sistance ; the palace school was to be a model and an
example to the rest. But he took education as he found
it, and his work had no great influence on the develop-
ment of educational theory. Very different was it with
the monks. The great schools of Fulda, of Reichenau,
of Corbey, of Hildesheim, of St Gall, all monasteries of

